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Public consciousness and awareness 
sensitization are the need of the time. 
Sometimes unreasonabilities are the 

unjustness towards women.
Institution has to take responsibility with 

empathy and responsiveness (in desirable on 
the part of) Violence in the symbol of un-
civilized society. Women are striving hard to 
get their own space. Ii is strong belief that 
women has to become powerful from agri-
cultural fields to manufacturing wing, from 
AGRO to BPOs. Indian women faced a lot of 
harassment and her power,biological, psycho-
logical, behavioural, economical growth have 
been restricted from many directions. Violence 
against women in any sense or meaning may 
have its roots in social discrimination. Time 
has come to sensitize the institutions to orga-
nise the platform for bringing awareness and 
to sensitize the society.

Gender equality and women empowerment 
is the cause/effect of each other. Gender equal-
ity is the first step to bring women empow-
erment in India. No acknowledgement of a 
woman’s contribution to life, society, family 
and work; inspite of her continuous strength, 
resilience, sacrifice but still is considered only 
second to men and treated like a second rate 
citizen. It has been ingrained since past de-
cades among women that they are not capable 
of doing most things.

History speaks about the change and tran-
sition of cultural and social pattern and ups 
and downs. It is clearly evident that the most 
affected section of the society has been the 
women and their position in society always 
been treated as second class. Once Prime 
Minister Nehru said that ‘if condition of a 
country is to be found just analyse the sta-
tus and position of women of that country’. 

Whether it is political change, economic sta-
tus or age of feudalism, colonialism, feminism 
there has always been an issue of debate.

Indian mythology gives the evidence of con-
tribution of females towards human survival. 
Gone are the days when Goddess Annapurna, 
Lakshmi, Ptithvi as revered as Goddess of 
power, wealth, food and prosperity. But this 
is the real time story of Ancient Vedic period.

In the middle and colonial periods gender 
discrimination started even at the time of 
birth of child and seems to continue till even 
death, if it is a girl child. Since childhood she 
is in control of male members whether it is 
father, brother, husband or father-in-law. She 
is considered as burden on family. In medi-
eval there was the low self esteem and low 
confidence.

Society has been fair to women and girls, 
in public places in facing growing threat of 
security. Issue of safety and security of women 
is of highest concern to the Government. No 
development is meaningful/significant with-
out the participation of 49% population of the 
country.

Another sides of problem these days 
is being projected in present scenario and 
the women security and statistics of crimes 
against women in different forms. 

In last decades the position of women has 
been improved to certain extent but a bit 
struggle is still remaining. In fact Constitution 
of India safeguarded the social and legal rights 
of women. Constitution under Article 14 talks 
about equality,equitable rights and protection 
for everyone including women. Article 15 un-
der constitution ensures the not to have any 
discrimination on the grounds of cast creed, 
religion, race, sex etc. Article 16 deals with 
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equal employment opportunities to all and no 
discrimination on the basis of gender. Women 
are working in all sectors in present scenario 
and taking responsibilities too without hesita-
tion. At state level, Article 39 of constitution 
provides all benefits of Directives Principles. 
Article 39(a) ensures and directs the state to 
apply policies which focus on equal means of 
livelihood and other Article under 39 ensures 
no discrimination regarding pay and work for 
all irrespective of caste, creed, colour, gender 
etc. Article 42 ensures healthy working condi-
tions and provide various benefits related to 
motherhood and maternal care. Under Article 
243 there is reservation of seats in Gram 
Panchayat for women. Certainly this provision 
has improved the condition of rural women.

Indian Laws have provided certain pro-
visions to ensure the dignified life to Indian 
women.

These acts are like a boon to women at 
large to protect their dignity in society.

 (a) “Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961”: Related 
to Dowry

 (b) “The Protection of Women from Domestic 
Violence Act, 2005”

 (c) “The Commission of Sati (Prevention) 
Act, 1987”: Related to Abolition of Sati 
Pratha

 (d) “The Immoral Traffic Prevention Act, 
1956”: Related to Immoral Trafficking

 (e) “Civil Procedure Code (CPC), 1973”
 (f) “Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1960” 
 (g) “Hindu Marriage Act, 1955”: Related to 

Hindu Marriage
 (h) “Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929”: 

Related to Child Marriage
 (i) “The Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

Act, 1971”: Related to Pregnancy 
termination

 (j) “National Commission of Women Act, 
1990”: Related to Rights and Protection 
of Women

 (k) “The Minimum Wages Act, 1948”: Related 
to remuneration of workers

 (l) “Bonded Labor System Abolition Act, 
1976”- Related to Bonded Labour

 (m) “The Special Marriage Act, 1954”
 (n) “Foreign Marriage Act, 1969”
 (o) “Indian Divorce Act, 1969”
 (p) “The Indecent Representation of Women 

Prohibition Act, 1986”
 (q) “Guardians & Wards Act, 1869”
 (r) “Equal Remuneration Act, 1976”- Related 

to equal remuneration to females workers.
It is not the presence of women in public 

places which is the cause of rape cases but 
predatories of men, who are the ones who 
should be kept under the lock. The only real 
and lasting solution to crimes against women 
is to stop discriminating against them,even 
with the best intentions. Instead of being pro-
tected from men, rather be taught and edu-
cated on gender issues so that they no longer 
pose a danger to women.

Brutal assaults have jolted the politi-
cal class into recognising the urgent need to 
tighten the anti-rape laws; to provide for a 
stronger deterrent against rape. Government 
has modify and review the relevance of those 
laws as per requirement of time.. 

Women security must be taken seriously, 
this is in fact an issue of grave concern. It is 
the responsibility of the govt to include action 
for preventing such crimes, protecting, shel-
tering and rehabilitating the victims and for 
punishing the criminals in the most expedi-
tious manner. There should be setup of fast 
track courts in all parts of the states to ensure 
speedy justice in rape cases. 

It would be better idea to forcibly make 
rapists undergo chemical castration rath-
er than death penalty as murder and rape 
will carry the same maximum punishment. 
Victim think hundred times before going to 
police to complain about the sexual harass-
ment, there must a special courts to deal with 
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the help of patrolling vans, GPS in all public 
transports,extensive use of CCTVs on roads etc.

With the rampant increase of cases of 
crimes against women particularly in few 
prominent places, the feeling of insecurity 
is increasing. Safety and security are their 
fundamental human rights. When we respect 
women we respect our nation. Our nation has 
a noble tradition of respecting women. Minor 
girls are trafficked for being used as domestic 
helps in metros and are physically abused and 
sexually exploited as well.

Rape, dowry death and acid throwing are 
the shameful for a women. Victims face the 
grim prospect of being ostracized if she com-
plains. It deters most of them, from reporting 
the crime to the police. Those who do report to 
police face humiliating questions in the name 
of investigation and afterwards during a me-
andering trial.

Many women feel unsafe whenever they 
step out and whatever mode of transport they 
take. These stories confirm the belief that our 
society is still patriarchal where the sexual 
crimes against women are the gender crimes. 
We talk about gender equality, we talk about 
women empowerment, but they continue to 
be targets of revilement and humiliation in 
the most bestial of forms. We are still in the 
feeble relics of medieval period, which is still 
prevailing in the high-tech era of 21st century 
and where she’ll give birth of a girl child is 
considered a curse. Women are subject to vari-
ous forms of gender assault throughout their 
lives. In terms of nutrition, employment, em-
ployment, property inheritance rights social 
status and political powers women continue to 
be discriminated against male counterparts.

A lot of issues are about the sickness 
that lies within society and need to change 
the mindset. It needs a real dialogue. This is 
where political interventions and wisdom are 
required.

There should be secure region around 
the national capital. We should not ignore 
such crimes and demand for the severest 

punishment for and strong law to check the 
crime against women.

Government has taken so many remedial 
measures as to achieve police reforms and 
setup more courts to prevent democracy from 
getting affected by virulent forms of lawless-
ness and mob culture. It is not confined to 
our or two issues rather a much larger issue 
that involves the way in which women are 
viewed and responded to. Women face gender 
and sexual harassment on a regular basis, be 
it in the forms of stalking or passing of lewd 
comments. 

Many instances take place in the day time 
and in the crowded place not assured about 
security. 

Process of gender equality and women 
empowerment still has along way to go. It is 
not the responsibility of legislation and law 
enforcement agencies but is the need of so-
cial awakening and change in the attitude of 
masses to high respect for women

It’s time when the women need to be given 
her dues with respect and status. Education 
can bring the awareness to certain extent 
.Campaigns and discussions amongst the 
youth can make it possible to remove exist-
ing social evils and. Mass media can play ac-
tive role here Various NGOs can hold of a 
responsible position here by assigning them 
with the task of highlighting socio-economic 
causes leading to such crimes and by dissemi-
nating info about their catastrophic effect on 
the womanhood and society at large. 

Reforms are needed to deal with criminali-
sation of policies and reforms in policies.

From middle ages to recent times wom-
en have been under studies patriarchy. Her 
sphere and life in a very prohibitive surround-
ing. But with the passage of time life of wom-
en is radically changed and more of the values 
are given to her in this modern environment. 
But still miles to go to cross gender boundar-
ies in India. Women have to make efforts and 
learn to labour and to wait.
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Women are still facing issues of discrimi-
nation. Some major issues are still burning 
and present 

 - Social insecurity
 - Dowry
 - Financial dependency
 - Cultural
 - Sexual harassment at work
 - Rape and marital rape
 - Acid throwing

 - Domestic violence
 - Trafficking 

So many provisions are available. High 
rate of theses incidents making women inse-
cure in their own areas. It is a gross violation 
of fundamental rights.

Various Government schemes and pro-
grammes are available for women empower-
ment Shreeshakti, Sukanya Yojna. Education 
is very much needed to make her confidente. 
We need to take very practical steps to move 
ahead.
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